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1 Basic parameters

Name of the research: CEDMO Trends

Date of the main data collection: 1st wave: 31/08/2023 — 08/09/2023, 2nd wave:
22/09/2023 — 01/10/2023, 3rd wave: 13/10/2023 — 25/10/2023, 4th wave: 10/11/2023
— 23/11/2023, 5th wave: 08/12/2023 — 18/12/2023, 6th wave: 12/01/2024 —
28/01/2024, 7th wave: 09/02 — 23/02/2024, 8th wave: 08/03/2024 — 24/03/2024, 9th
wave: 12/04 — 25/04/2024, 10th wave: 17/05 — 31/05/2024, 11th wave: 14/06/2024 —
27/06/2024, 12th wave: 19/07 — 19/08/2024, 13th wave: 13/09/2024 — 27/09/2024,
14th wave: 11/10/2024 — 24/10/2024

Target group: representative population 16+
Method of selection of respondents: quota sampling
Quota setting: according to the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic

Quotas monitored: gender, age, education, region, size of place of residence,

internet use

Collection method: CASI querying using the Populacia.sk online panel and F2F
querying



Celkova vzorka: 1. vina: n = 2370, 2. vina: n = 2106, 3. vina: n = 2117, 4. vina:
n=1956, 5. vina: n=2002, 6. vina: n = 2012, 7. vina: n = 1961, 8. vina: n = 1948, 9.
vina: n = 1900, 10. vina: n = 1834, 11. vina: n = 1792, 12. vina: 1710, 13. vlna: n =
1704, 14. vina: n = 1707

1.1 Research Specification

The aim of the long-term research carried out in Slovakia is to monitor the attitudes
and opinions of the population on various social topics, focused primarily on
disinformation and hoaxes, information disorders, or the evaluation of democracy in
Slovakia. Long-term research also focuses on mapping the development of these
trends.

The research sponsor is the international multidisciplinary research institute CEDMO
(Central European Digital Media Observatory), which is led by Charles University
(Czech Republic) and the supplier is IPSOS. The head of the research team for
CEDMO is Vaclav Moravec, Michal Kormanak and Paula lvankova are involved in the
project on behalf of the IPSOS research team.

The research questionnaire was designed by the client and consulted with the
supplier, while its final version was prepared in cooperation with the supplier.

Data collection was carried out electronically in combination with personal interviews.
The selection of respondents was provided by IPSOS through an online panel.
Respondents were recruited on the basis of a quota regulation approved by the
sponsor.

The publication was created with the support of

Google



2 Perceptions of disinformation

7 out of 10 respondents still consider the spread of disinformation to be a serious social
problem. In the October wave, the share of this group of people did not change
significantly compared to the September wave and has remained at similar values
since the beginning of measurements. The share of those who perceive disinformation
as a very serious problem has slightly increased (from 28% to 31%). A higher level of
concern was expressed by people from large cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants
(76%), aged 35 to 44 (77%), but also by voters of current opposition political parties
(PS — 85%, SaS — 82%, Slovakia — 88%, KDH — 77%).
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Q: IP04. In your opinion, what is the serious problem of spreading false and manipulative information (sometimes referred to as "disinformation”) on the Internet?

Identical results can also be observed in the case of the perception of disinformation
as a security threat. 72% of the population thinks that the deliberate spread of
disinformation threatens the security of Slovakia. However, a stable trend has been
shown in this area for a long time as well. People aged 35 to 44 (38%), from the
Bratislava region (37%) and over 100 thousand inhabitants (36%) more often agreed
that disinformation threatens the security of Slovakia. Voters of opposition parties also
expressed a higher level of approval.
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Q: IP05. Do you think that the spread of false and manipulative information (sometimes referred to as "disinformation”) threatens the security of the Slovak Republic?

The state's perception of the restriction of disinformation media also shows a stable

trend. In the October wave, 74% of respondents would agree with such a restriction.

Women (79%), people aged 35 to 44 (81%) are more likely to opt for this option, and

people over 65 (37%) also expressed a higher level of absolute consent. On the other
hand, voters of the Smer (33%), Republika (50%) and SNS (57%) parties are more
often against the restriction.
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Question: Do you think it is right for the state to restrict or disable the operation of media that spread false or manipulative information (sometimes referred to as

"disinformation")?



3 Perceptions of Disinformation Narratives

There were no significant changes during the October wave. The awareness of true
and false narratives was at a very similar level. However, true narratives became
known a little more often. However, most of the population did not pick up on the tested
messages. Among all the monitored reports, most people caught the false news about
mMRNA vaccines, which are supposed to cause a significant increase in the number of
autoimmune diseases, excess deaths, and uncontrollable so-called "turbocancers".
This news was recorded by 43% of the Slovak population. Less than a third (31%) also
recorded a truthful report on the European Parliament's resolution, according to which
Western countries should allow Ukraine to send long-range missiles to military targets
on Russian territory to allow for a more effective defense against Russian aggression.
Most of the other monitored news was picked up by less than a fifth of respondents.

——True narratives False narratives ---Linear (True narratives) Linear (False narratives)
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Question: DEZ01. Please indicate to what extent you have or have not noticed the following messages.

Even in the case of credibility, true and false news reach a very similar level. In both
cases, however, credibility has declined compared to the September wave. However,
none of the monitored attributes gained maijority credibility. The most credible narrative
from October was the truthful report of the European Parliament's resolution. This news
was described as definitely credible, or rather trustworthy, by 43% of Slovaks. More
than a third of people (39%) considered the news that the European Commission is
introducing a digital wallet in 2026 that will record the holder’s carbon footprint and a
report on mRNA vaccines (37%) to be credible. The credibility of other reports was
relatively low, ranging from 21% to 34%.
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Q: DEZ02. To what extent do you consider the following reports to be untrustworthy or credible?

Credibility Awareness
The West should allow Ukraine to send long-range T2B T2B
missiles to military targets on Russian territory to enable o
more effective defence against Russian aggression, 14 % 43% 34 % 9% % 17 % 519% 289% 3@kl

according to a European Parliament resoclution.
The European Commission is infroducing a European
digital wallet from 2026, which will also record the holder's
carbon footprint (i.e, the amount of carbon emissions 17 % 44 % 34 % LR 39% 17 % 63 % 17 % 3 “3FLR]
generated by e.g, home heating, internet searches, or
travelling by plane or internal combustion engine car)
Vaccines based on mRNA technology are causing a
significant increase in autoimmune diseases, excess
deaths and rampant "turbo-cancers".

Among the eight members of the Politburo of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union - CPSU) who decided in 1968 to send troops of the [JIRERE 49% 28%  SERIEAN 20% 65 % RERCR! 15 %
Warsaw Pact countries to the territory of the then
Czechoslovakia, there were five Ukrainians.

The crowdfunding campaign to support the new news

25% 8% 26% 1% ST 15% % 37% X7 43%

portal 360°, whose face is former TV Markiza presenter 219 6% 27% 7% 19% 64% Ty 17%
Michal Kovati¢, hides most of the money donated by
ESET.
= | don't recall
True statements u Completely untrustworthy = Rather untrustworthy mDidnotseeit )
False statements = Rather trustworthy m Completely trustworthy = Noted but not paid attention

m Noticed it and spread it further

Credibility Awareness
T2B T2B

159 countries have joined the SPFS, Russia's

equivalent of SWIFT, led by the BRICS bloc of 18 % 49 % 28% X 33% 199% 65 % PLCY 15%
emerging economies, comprising - in addition to

Russia - Brazil, India, China and South Africa.

Before November 1989, hockey goalie Dominik Hasek
was an associate of the communist State Security
Service (StB). His code name was Domino and he 19 % 53 % 23% S5o@ECRUN 209 64% LEEV R 15%
cooperated with the StB from 29 February 1984 to 29
March 1989.

The Slovak Ministry of Investment, Regional
Development and informatisation (MIRRI) used
photos of Russia in TV spots about the importance of
European funds and the beauty of Slovakia.

2% 52% 21% 59iEd 21% 63 % 15 %2 YER T

The cause of the storms and devastating floods in
central Europe in mid-September were chemicals
spread by planes flying over the Mediterranean Sea, 41 % 38 % 17 % 5 Ik 199 62 %
which combined with atmospheric conditions to create
a water bomb

18 % 2 Y@L A

= | don't recall
u Completely untrustworthy = Rather untrustworthy = Did not see it
True statements = Rather trustworthy m Completely trustworthy = Noted but not paid attention

False statements m Noticed it and spread it further

Note: T2B = sum of the answers "Completely trustworthy" and "Rather trustworthy" or "I noticed it and spread it further" and "I noticed it and did not pay attention to it further.
Q: DEZ02. To what extent do you consider the following reports to be untrustworthy or credible? DEZ01. Please indicate to what extent you have or have not recorded the
following messages.



4 Perception of social problems in Slovakia

The results are also relatively stable in terms of the perception of social problems. The
state budget deficit and inflation have long been among the most resonant problems
among the population in Slovakia. After a surge in the previous wave, concerns about
climate change fell back to June levels in October. While concerns about the influence
of Brussels on Western ideologies have decreased slightly, on the contrary, in the case
of the influence of Eastern power tendencies, they have increased.

Women were more likely than men to report concerns about violent crime, illegal
migration, climate change, racism, but also economic inequalities, the arrival of war
refugees in connection with the war conflict in Ukraine, or the influence of eastern
countries such as Russia and China.

Among the youngest generations aged 16-24, several topics generally resonated less
often. On the contrary, the older part of the population over 65 is more likely to worry
about problems related to migration (illegal, in connection with the conflict in Ukraine),
violence, the economic area (budget deficit, energy crisis), but also the influence of
Western ideologies.
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Question: PROBSRO01. To what extent do you think the following areas pose problems for Slovakia?

Note: The importance index is calculated using the formula T2B — B2B (T2B= merging the answers "Fundamental problem" and "Medium problem"; B2B = merging the
answers "Small problem" and "No problem") and can range from -100 to + 100 *The values for wave 2 are calculated by the weighted average of the values of wave 1 and
3 because the question was not queried within wave 2.



